
Envision Arlington:  Arlington Reservoir Committee 

Annual Report 2024 
 

 
Arlington Scout Troop 313 Invasive Plant Cleanup - April 7 

The Arlington Reservoir Committee has the goals to mitigate invasive species and plant native 
species as well as to continue to inform and engage community members in the Arlington 
Reservoir ecosystem. The group focuses on environmental conservation, wildlife observation, 
and community engagement. The Arlington Reservoir Committee continued to meet remotely for 
monthly business meetings. The Reservoir Committee holds in-person gardening days at the 
Wildlife Habitat Garden and other community events throughout the year.  
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Community and Educational Events 

Birding: 

We had two birding events this year on May 4th and Nov 9th.  Both 
were led by Chris Floyd and co-sponsored by the Open Space 
Committee.  Each walk had over a dozen people.  Observations 
included swans, geese, ducks, warblers, and more.The May 4th 
walk had sightings of species like hawks, swallows, and goslings. 
[eBird checklist] [(https://ebird.org/checklist/S171921468] 

Photo of American Black Duck. 

Plants & Gardening 

Pollinator Walk - Jenifer Lopez, a Harvard Researcher gave a talk about different ways that 
plants are pollinated based on the shape, size and color of the flowers.  

 

Arlington's Scout Troop 64757 reviewed various 
kinds of  gardens( English, Wildlife, BioSwale, Rain) 
and planted Anise Hyssop, Milkweed and other 
seeds to begin their own native plant gardens. 
(Sustainable Arlington contributed seed packets.) 

 

 

 

American Community Gardening Association 
members visited the Res Wildlife Habitat Garden in 
October as part of their national convention. We 
shared native seeds and  ideas on  community 
participation, as well as  human-environmental 
connections.  
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Stewardship Activities 

Invasive Plant Control 

There were a number of events throughout the year, often on gardening days, to 
remove invasive plants such as garlic mustard, oriental bittersweet, Japanese knotweed 
and other problem plants. 

Water Chestnut Removal: 

A combination of mechanical harvesting (June 17–28) and volunteer efforts (13 events lead by 
Mystic River Watershed Assc with 282 local participants including Biodiversity Builders team) 
resulted in a record-breaking 1,820 baskets of water chestnuts removed, totaling 310,095 
pounds across most of the Res water area.. 

Hand Harvesting 

The Mystic River Watershed Association 
organized volunteers for our initiative. Here 
are the impressive outcomes: 

●​ Events: 13 
●​ Volunteers: 282 dedicated 

individuals 
●​ Baskets Filled: 1,820 
●​ Total Weight: 38,220 lbs (21 lbs per 

basket) 

Mechanical Harvesting 

Mechanical harvesting, supported by the Town’s Water Bodies Fund, played a crucial role in 
June to control the Water Chestnut growth and to make the work of the volunteers more 
manageable. 

●​ Dates: June 17 – June 28 (10 days of harvesting) 
●​ Harvester Loads: 145 
●​ Volume: 36,250 cubic feet 
●​ Total Weight: 271,875 lbs 

Many thanks to the volunteers who made all these things happen! 

Johanna Meyer and David White, Reservoir Committee.  
Visit our website for much more information: https://arlingtonreservoir.org/  
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