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Envision Arlington: Arlington Reservoir Committee 

Annual Report 2023  

Volunteer Water Chestnut Harvesting (July 8th by Daria Clark) 

The Arlington Reservoir Committee continued to meet remotely for monthly business meetings. 

The Reservoir Committee held 

in-person project days at the 

Wildlife Habitat Garden from 

March through October. With the 

objective to mitigate invasive 

species, plant native species and 

continue to inform and engage 

community members in the 

Arlington Reservoir ecosystem. 

The habitat garden marked its 

thirteenth growing season. With 

volunteers, we weeded out 

undesirable plants and removed 

much of the dried tall grass from 

the previous season. We           

concentrated work on the area         Boy Scout Troop 313 & J.Tidwell Autumn Light Designs 

near the fence, cutting back the Prairie Rose.  On April 8th, the Boy Scouts with Jennifer Tidwell 

planted violets, Pennsylvania sedge and other native species. They repopulated the area near 

the fence and made a new path. 
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With Boston Area Returned Peace Corps volunteers(BARPCV), we thinned flowers like Joe Pye 

Weed and Canadian Anemone for planting in the Ottoson woods. We cleared more of the tall 

grasses and planted some of the new flowers  

 Mystic Charles Pollinator Pathways Group(July 27th)    BARPCV (May 20th) 

 With help from the Pollinator Pathways group( July 27, 2023), we began moving logs to 

surround the garden providing both habitats, a resting place and blocking the growth of plants 

outside of the garden.  

Arlington Ecoweek (April 22nd) heralded the beginnings of invasive species removal starting 

with garlic mustard and burdock removal.  The removal of water chestnut seeds from    

Ecoweek Garlic Mustard Pull  April 2nd           Boy Scout Troop 313  April 8th                            

the reservoir's edge. ( April 8th) Water chestnut mechanical harvesting was in June this year. 

However even after this harvesting new plants continued to come up. 

Volunteers organized by the Mystic River Watershed Association with the help of Charles River 

Canoe & Kayak sought to control this new growth. This was led by Daria Clark who reported 

that they had 10 events, about 200 volunteers and collected 1050 baskets of WC plants.   In 
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addition, the Reservoir Committee co-organized a hand harvesting event on July 8 open to the 

public. 

 MyRWA Water Chestnut Harvesting on July 8 

Arlington Reservoir had 75 Inaturalist observers 

report 325 species, including birds in 2023. 

Ebirds 2023 reports 151 bird species sighted at 

Arlington Reservoir. Fishbrain reports the most 

caught species at Arlington Reservoir are 

Largemouth Bass, Chain pickerel, and Bluegill. 

 More information about the committee’s 

activities, along with photos, can be found at the 

Reservoir Committee website: 

www.arlingtonreservoir.org, which includes a link 

for signing up  for the committee’s email list and contact information for volunteer groups. 

The Arlington Land Trust maintains a stewardship fund for the work of the Reservoir Committee, 

this is mostly used for Wildlife Habitat Garden expenses. Those wishing to support this work can 

make a designated tax-deductible donation through the ALT website: 

https://arlingtonlandtrust.org/join-donate/ 

David White and Johanna Meyer for the Reservoir Committee of Envision Arlington.(photos by 

Johanna Meyer) 
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