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Use by Birders 
Based on a survey of visits to Arlington Reservoir 

between spring 1998 and spring 1999 

Over 100 birders visited the reservoir  

 

Å Resulting in over 1059 birder -visits based 
only on an informal web replies  

Å Birders came from 16 towns é from local 
to as far away as Longmeadow and 
Newbury  

 
K.E. Hartel, Arl. Open Space Com., 1999  

 



Why Birders 
Â Variety of Birds  

Â Variety of Habitats  

Â Rare Species  

Â Easy Access  

Â Easy Viewing  



Which Birds are found at the Res 

Â Over 185 species recorded  

Â About 40 breed in the area  

Â 20 % are year round residents  

Â 74 % are only migrants to or 
through Arlington  

Â 7 % are primarily winter resident  

Â 10 % are very rare  



Water Birds 

ÂDucks, Geese, Swans, Coots  

ÂHerons and Shorebirds  

ÂFish eaters (Kingfisher & 
Osprey)  

ÂGulls  
 

 



29 Species 

Swans and geese: 5 species  
 
Dabbling ducks: 10 species  
 
Diving ducks: 8 species  
 
Mergansers: 3 species  
 
Grebes: 1 species  
 
Cormorants:  1 species  
 
Coots: 1 species  



Water Birds ï Herons & Ibis 

Å Bitterns: 1 species  

Å Herons: 5 species  

Å Ibis: 1 species  



Plovers & Sandpipers: 20 species 



Water Birds ï Fish-eaters 

Kingfishers: 1 species         Osprey: 1 species  



Gulls & Terns 

Remember, there is 
more than one kind 
of ñsea gullò at the 
reservoir  

Gulls: 5 species        
Terns: 1 species  



Including a gull that is rare inland 

Black-legged Kittiwake 



Land Birds 

ÅHawks, Vultures, Owls  

ÅArial masters (swallows and others)  

ÅWood lovers  

ÅJays & Crows  

ÅThrushes & Mimics  

ÅVireos, Warblers, Tanagers  

ÅGrosbeaks, Finches  

ÅSparrowsé the little brown jobs 

 

 



Hawks, Owls, Vultures -12 species 

 

 

 

Falcons ï 3 species  

Bird Hawks (Accipiters): 3 species  

Typical Hawks (Buteos): 4 species  

Vultures: 1 species  

Owls:  Screech Owl : 1 species  



Aerial Masters 

Â Swallows:   

      6 species  

Â Swifts:  

  1 species  

Â Nighthawks:  

   1 species  

Â Hummingbirds:  

  1 species  

 

 

 

 



Wood Lovers 
Â Woodpeckers: 6 

species  

Â Nuthatches:1 
species  

Â Creepers: 1 
species  

 

 

 

 



Jays and Crows 

Â Crows: 2 species  

Â Jays: 1 species  



Two Kinglets, a Gnatcatcher, and 

four Vireos 



 Thrushes & Mimics 
Thrushes -  4 species     Mimics -  3 species  



 Warblers & Tanagers  

Warblers ï 21 species         Tanagers: 2 species  



Grosbeaks & Relatives 

Â Cardinals -  1 
species  

Â Cardinaline 
Buntings ï 1 

Â Grosbeaks ï 1 
species  

Â Dickcissels ï 1 
species  



Sparrows & relatives: 16 species 

Â Towhees ï 1 
species  

Â Typical sparrows, 
ñthe little brown 
jobsò  - 14 species  

Â Snow buntings ï 1 
species  



Orioles & Blackbirds 

Â Orioles ï 2 species  

Â Blackbirds ï 4 
species  


